Advent – The Coming

During the season of Advent, we prepare ourselves anew for the coming of Jesus into our world and our lives. We observe this holy season by lighting candles each of the four Sundays in Advent. We light a fifth candle, the Christ Candle, on Christmas Eve to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world and that God loves us very much.
As you light your candle (you might use a single candle for the season or create a group of 5 candles) in your home each week, know that you are acting in concert with millions of Christ followers all around the world. 
May Advent be a season of centering and renewal, as well as a source of peace for you and yours. God bless you!
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First Sunday in Advent

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
‘The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned… For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his realm, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.’
In our homes we gather around our Advent candle to pray our lost hopes, broken peace, and limited joys. Through this simple act we express our commitment to find and share love in this season of corona virus. We celebrate this season of Advent when God’s light comes into the world and nothing can overcome it.
Today we light the candle of hope in defiance of chaos, fear, despair, grief, sickness, and hopelessness.
God’s hope shines on hopelessness and brightens the path toward peace. 
Prayer:  Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, in the week to come, light hope on the wick of our lives so that we may shine brightly in your world. Amen   
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Second Sunday in Advent

Isaiah 40:3-5

‘A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord. Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low. The rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
In our homes we gather around our Advent candle to pray our lost hopes, broken peace, and limited joys. Through this simple act we express our commitment to find and share love in this season of corona virus. We celebrate this season of Advent when God’s light comes into the world and nothing can overcome it.
Today we light the candle of peace in spite of anger, violence, social unrest, depression, addictions of all kinds, and pandemic conditions.
God’s peace illuminates the possibility of reconciliation and healing and brightens the path to joy. 
Prayer:  Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, in the week to come, light hope and peace on the wick of our lives so that we may shine in your world. Amen
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Third Sunday in Advent

Matthew 2:10-11
‘When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.’
In our homes we gather around our Advent candle to pray our lost hopes, broken peace, and limited joys. Through this simple act we express our commitment to find and share love in this season of corona virus. We celebrate this season of Advent when God’s light comes into the world and nothing can overcome it.
Today we light the candle of joy, determined to choose joy instead of sadness as we miss so many things we thought were essential to a happy Christmas – we thought were essential – but truly are not: Christmas parties, visits, concerts, pantomimes, hugs, kisses, and large family gatherings.
For God’s joy ignites embers under loss and sorrow and brightens the path to love.
Prayer:  Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, in the week to come light hope, peace and joy on the wick of our lives so that we may shine on our world, even virtually, with a simple smile and unexpected laughter. Amen 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent
John 3:16-19
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.’
In our homes we gather around our Advent candle to pray our lost hopes, broken peace, and limited joys. Through this simple act we express our commitment to find and share love in this season of corona virus. We celebrate this season of Advent when God’s light comes into the world and nothing can overcome it.

Today we light the candle of love even when many things try to dim our sparkling: separation, loneliness, racism, hate-filled rhetoric, marginalization, and judgment. 
God’s love illuminates hatred and fills a compassionate heart, brightening the path to the birth of Christ.

Prayer: Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, in the week to come, light hope, peace, joy and love on the wick of our lives, so that we may shine into our world your unconditional welcome to all. Amen. 
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Christmas Eve

John 1:14 
‘The Word became flesh dwells among us.’
In our homes we gather around our Advent candle to pray our lost hopes, broken peace, and limited joys. Through this simple act we express our commitment to find and share love in this season of corona virus. We celebrate this season of Advent when God’s light comes into the world and nothing can overcome it.

Today we light the Christ candle, representing Jesus the Light of the World, even as many things try to cover our witness: stress, struggle, longing, loneliness, grief, sadness, and despair.
The light of ‘God With Us’ brings respite, provides comfort and companionship, and fills us with love and peace that is not dependent upon our current situation.

              Christ is Born! Alleluia!
Prayer: Emmanuel, ‘God with us’, fill us with the Light of Christ, the Love of God, and the power and passion of the Holy Spirit.  Ignite hope, peace, joy and love in our hearts. Light the wick of our lives, so that we may shine into our world your unconditional warmth and, through our actions, share that light with all. Amen. 

[image: image6.png]o ALY

%ace Jye
Advent




Readings for Advent
 and Christmas Eve
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